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absolutely necessary for me to have the cipher, and
the man would most certainly have been punished
if he had not delivered it; that they would have to
punish me if they punished anybody, or words to
that effect.

This was about the only thing approaching a dis-
agreeable difference between the Secretary of War
and myself that occurred until the war was over,
when we had another little spat. Owing to his
natural disposition to assume all power and control
in all matters that he had anything whatever to do
with, he boldly took command of the armies, and,
while issuing no orders on the subject, prohibited
any order from me going out of the adjutant-gen-
eral's office until he had approved it. This was
done by directing the adjutant-general to hold any
orders that came from me to be issued from the
adjutant-general's office until he had examined
them and given his approval. He never disturbed
himself, either, in examining my orders until it
was entirely convenient for him; so that orders
which I had prepared would often lie there three
or four clays before he would sanction them. I re-
monstrated against this in writing, and the Secre-
tary apologetically restored me to my rightful
position of G-eneral-in-chief of the Army. But he
soon lapsed again and took control much as before.

After the relief of Knoxville, Sherman had pro-
posed to Burnside that he should go with him to
drive Longstreet out of Tennessee; but Burnside
assured him that with the troops which had been
brought by Granger, and which were to be left, he
would be amply prepared to dispose of Longstreet
without availing himself of this offer. As before
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